


Before you start
We encourage you to use this information as a starting point for your 
exploration of Melbourne’s laneways. Part of the joy of Melbourne is  
its capacity for the unexpected and the unusual.

Let your imagination guide you to other parts of the city as well,  
where you may discover your own hidden treasures. Here are just a  
few laneways to get you started.

Please note that the map overleaf includes only the laneways mentioned 
in this brochure.

Popular and populated
Immerse yourself in a café-style crowd and go with the espresso-scented 
flow as you wander through these two connected classic lanes. Peer 
down side alleys as you discover an immense street ‘gallery’. Look up to 
see how city dwellers live – right in the action.

Degraves Street (F7) offers alfresco dining and coffee, along with cool 
retailers including: Little Cupcakes, Organic Food and Wine Providore, Il 
Papiro (Italian paper goods), and Smitten Kitten (quirky designer lingerie). 

Centre Place (F6) is crowded with people, food and flair, including:  
Hell’s Kitchen (bar) Louvre (bar), Jungle Juice, Kinky Gerlinki (shabby 
chic), Body (clothing inspired by movement and dance). 

Not too far away you’ll find Hardware Lane/Street (D4) which was one of 
the first laneways to be revived during the 1980s as part of Melbourne’s  
much-celebrated Postcode 3000 city revitalisation project. 

Drop by for an alfresco meal during summer and watch out for 
Mahoneys Gallery, where you can rent Australian art for your office 
or home. While you’re there check out the Golden Monkey, a bar and 
dining establishment reminiscent of a 1920s Shanghai opium den. 

Chinatown
The Victorian gold rush of the 1850s drew huge numbers of immigrants 
to Melbourne, including many Chinese people seeking their fortunes. 
Some set up shops along Little Bourke Street which grew to become the 
Chinatown of today. Today this area remains one of the most intriguing 
and enchanting parts of the city.

Venture down Tattersalls Lane (F4) to discover Section 8, a bar in a 
shipping container, one of the busiest, no-nonsense Chinese eating houses 
in town, the Shanghai Dumpling House and Gaylord, a flavoursome Indian 
restaurant with décor that needs to be seen to be believed. 

Nearby Celestial Lane (F4) is considered the birthplace of Melbourne’s 
Chinatown and home to the very popular Cantonese-style eatery,  
Supper Inn. Many a hungry local has done ‘stair time’ queuing for a 
vacant table here.

Market Lane (H3) is another lane full of exotic and unusual flavours, 
including the much awarded Flower Drum, the rock and roll-themed music 
venue Ding Dong, Hofbrouhaus German restaurant and the Korean Palace.

City laneways: discovering  
Melbourne’s secret heart

In 1837, Robert Hoddle had bullocks on his mind. As Melbourne’s 
original surveyor, Hoddle had the daunting task of designing a city 
with streets wide enough to accommodate bullock teams hauling 
big loads of goods. As a result, Hoddle’s final ‘grid’ design included 
broad and imposing main streets that allowed for the delivery of large 
cartloads of goods. 

This was great news for the bullocks, but for people, many started to 
create their own, human-sized networks between the expanses of the 
city’s main streets. And while big business represented Melbourne’s 
public face on the main streets, these smaller streets and laneways 
offered more quirky, diverse and sometimes ‘unseemly’ diversions 
from the ordinary.

Today, Melbourne’s laneways continue to offer a variety of delights, 
populated by retail and other businesses, cafes and bars and street 
art, while some retain their original form, offering rare glimpses into 
the city’s history. 

Many city visitors and locals agree that exploring Melbourne’s 
laneways is the best way to discover the true heart of our city. 

So grab your map, get your walking shoes on and start exploring!
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Details correct at the time of printing November 2008. This map is to be used only as a guide.


