


Melbourne’s architecture
Our City Spine walking tour gives a fantastic overview of Melbourne’s  
diverse architecture. Starting at the Australian Centre for Contemporary Art  
and finishing at the Melbourne Museum, you will visit many of the 
architectural adventures that have transformed Melbourne from building 
blocks to building blockbuster. 

Allow 1.5 to two hours to complete this walk. 

City Spine Walking Tour

�Australian Centre for Contemporary Art (2002) Wood Marsh Architects 

�School of Drama, Victorian College of the Arts (2002)  
Edmond & Corrigan

Centre for Ideas, Victorian College of the Arts (2004) Minifie Nixon 

�Melbourne Theatre Company & Melbourne Recital Centre (2008)  
Ashton Raggat McDougall

Eureka Tower (2006) Fender Katsalidis  
(Tip: Look for the Queen Bees by artist Richard Stringer)

Queensbridge Square (2006) City of Melbourne

Australian Histories and The Travellers (2006) City of Melbourne and Nadim Karam

Federation Square (2002) Lab Architecture Studio, Bates Smart 

Flinders Street Station (1910) JW Fawcett, HPC Ashworth 

St Paul’s Cathedral (1891) William Butterfield, Reed and Barnes

�Adelphi Hotel (1993) Denton Corker Marshall 
(Tip: Look up to see the ‘edgy’ swimming pool built into this five-star hotel.)

Manchester Unity Building (1932) Marcus Barlow

Melbourne Town Hall (1867) Joseph Reed 

Capitol Theatre (1924) Walter Burley and Marion Mahony Griffin

Council House 2 (2006) City of Melbourne, DesignInc. 

�Curtin House (1922) (Tip: Investigate all six floors inside to discover  

chic bars, a bookshop, and a rooftop cinema)

�QV (2005) Denton Corker Marshall; Lyons Architects;  
Kerstin Thompson Architects; John Wardle Architects,  
McBride Charles Ryan, NH Architecture 

�State Library of Victoria (1856/1990-2005) Joseph Reed /  
Ancher Mortlock & Woolley, Geyer 

�Melbourne Central (1988-2005) Kisho Kurokawa, Bates Smart and 
McCutcheon and Hassell/Ashton Raggat McDougall 

�Storey Hall (1887/1995) Tappin Gilbert & Dennehy / 
Ashton Raggatt McDougall

RMIT Building 8 (1993) Edmond and Corrigan 

Royal Exhibition Building (1880) Joseph Reed

Melbourne Museum (2000) Denton Corker Marshall.  
(Tip: go inside to see Designed to Inspire exhibitions) 

Creative in design,  
courageous in innovation

Making headlines as a ‘design city’, 
Melbourne thrives on ideas and 
innovation, fuelled by the imaginations 
of our city’s many designers, architects 
and artists. Fresh and fearless design 
abounds in a city where each new  
idea sparks bigger flames of inspiration 
in others.

Adventure along our ‘City Spine’ 
walking tour, discover the talent on 
display in galleries and retail stores or 
simply escape into the city’s labyrinth  
of historic, sustainable and 
contemporary architectural design. 
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Details correct at the time of printing November 2008. This map is to be used only as a guide.


